Dear participants of the international conference "Variable Stars, the Galactic Halo and Galaxy Formation",
Below please find additional information concerning the conference. It appends the recent 3rd Announcement.

1. For several administrative and technical reasons, we had to change the date of the B.V. Kukarkin Memorial Session from Wednesday, October 14 to Friday, October 16. As a result, the general schedule of the conference is now the following.

Saturday, October 10. 

Early arrivals. If you arrive on October 10, please proceed to the Sternberg Astronomical Institute. You will be registered for the conference, and we will accommodate you in the University guest house for October 10/11.

Sunday, October 11.

Main arrival day. Those arriving on October 11 come to the Sternberg Institute, are registered for the conference, and take conference buses to the Zvenigorod Health Hotel, to be accommodated according to their wishes sent to the LOC. The buses will start from the Sternberg Institute between 4 and 5 pm. The welcome party at the Hotel is scheduled for 9 pm after dinner.
Monday, October 12.
The conference opening at 11 am. Plenary session: invited and contributed oral talks.
Tuesday, October 13.

Invited talks (plenary session). Then sections "Variable Stars" and "Galactic Halo and Galaxy formation" (contributed talks). 

Poster session.

Wednesday, October 14.

Plenary session: invited and contributed oral talks.

Poster session.

Thursday, October 15.

Plenary session: invited talks.

Poster session.

General discussion.

Tour of the town of Zvenigorod and the Savvo-Storozhevsky monastery.
Conference Dinner at 7 pm.

Friday, October 16.

9:30 pm. Buses to Moscow. 

11:00. Accomodation in the University guest house for October 16/17. (Those participants who stay in Moscow after October 17 will then stay in the same rooms.)

12:00 noon – 2:30 pm. Tour "Moscow Streets and Moscow Kremlin"

2:30 – 3:30 pm. Lunch in the University canteen.

3:30 – 6:30 pm. Memorial session "B.V. Kukarkin's Life and Studies". 

Saturday, October 17.

Departures.

2. The Organizing Committee asks those who have not done it yet to urgently send us the following information. 

For all participants:

● When do you arrive to Moscow (particular date, arrival time of your plane or train)?

● What kind of room in the Health Hotel do you want to book (suite, single room, a bed in a double room)?

● Do you need accommodation in the University guest house for October 10/11, October 16/17, and later on?

● When do you depart from Moscow?

● Will you participate in the conference dinner on October 15? If yes, what do you prefer for the main course, meat or fish?

For Russia non-residents:

● When do you depart from Russia?

● From which city and airport do you depart?

3. Money
We are planning to meet most participants who come from outside the Commonwealth of Independent States in the airport. However, if, for some reason, you are not met and have to get to the Sternberg Institute from the airport by yourself (see details in the 3rd Announcement), you will need Russian cash to pay for the Air Express train, Moscow taxi (metro, trolleybus). All airports have exchange offices and ATMs. The exchange rate in the airport can be unfavorable, so we do not recommend to exchange large amounts of money there. In Moscow, there are exchange offices at all railway stations and in the streets, ATMs at different locations.

The registration fee will be collected cash. Unfortunately, the Zvenigorod Health Hotel does not accept credit cards (most Moscow hotels do). There are ATMs in the University campus and exchange offices in the neighborhood. Please contact a LOC representative for assistance. Exchange is also possible in the town of Zvenigorod.

For your reference: the exchange rate as of September 10 is Rbl. 31 for US $1 and Rbl. 45 for Euro 1.

4. Roaming for users of foreign cell phones

The cell phone standard in Russia is GSM 900/1800. It is the same as in most countries of Europe but differs from the US standard. If you are going to use your cell phone in Russia, please check if your cell phone supports the GSM 900/1800 standard.

If your cell phone provider has an agreement with at least one of the Russia's main providers (MTS, Beeline, Megaphone), you will be able to use your phone in Russia. Note that the rates can be rather high (dependent on the terms of the agreement between the providers), and even incoming calls can be taxed. If your phone is not SIM-locked, you can buy a Russian SIM card at the airport; this can be a money-saving solution.

For roaming information from Russian providers MTS and Beeline, see English-language web pages

http://www.mts.ru/coverage/guests/eng/

http://mobile.beeline.ru/msk/roaming/guests.wbp

If you need urgent assistance, call the SOC chairman, Dr. Nikolay Samus, at the phone No. +79166190813 

He will further contact LOC representatives, and they will assist you quickly.

5. For those reading Russian: the editorial office of the "Zemlya i Vselennaya" ("Earth and Universe") popular-science magazine suggests subscriptions for a single issue of the magazine (No. 6, 2009), where an article about B.V. Kukarkin's life and scientific activity will be published. The subscription cost is Rbl. 400. Those wishing to enter their subscription are asked to contact the organizing committee before September 17 (please send the LOC the postal address where the magazine should be delivered, the name of the subscriber, the number of copies needed). The LOC will pay for your subscription. You will have to reimburse the LOC upon arrival to the conference. The magazine will be sent to subscribers in December, 2009.
