The International Conference

«B.V. Kukarkin Centenary Conference: Variable Stars, the Galactic Halo and Galaxy Formation»

The third announcement
Dear participants,

In the third announcement, the Local organizing committee presents additional technical details concerning participants' arrival to Moscow, accommodation in Moscow prior to the conference and after it, accommodation in the Zvenigorod Health Hotel, where the main events of the conference are to take place, during the conference. After this, we present information on the planned conference schedule.

By now, more than 100 astronomers expressed their wish to participate in the conference. About 50 of them are affiliated to Moscow astronomical institutions; more than 20 participants represent Russian astronomical institutes and university astronomy departments; 11 astronomers are from countries of the former Soviet Union; 21 participants are from astronomical institutes of other countries of the whole world.

As announced earlier, the main topics of the conference are:

RR Lyrae variables, Population II Cepheids, and related objects

Yellow and red pulsating variables in the halo

Cataclysmic variables and X-ray sources in the halo and globular clusters

Variable stars and stellar streams in the halo

Dynamics of globular star clusters

Origin, structure, and evolution of globular-cluster systems

Old populations of the Galaxy

The halo and disk variable stars as standard candles

Search for new star clusters in the Galaxy

Variable stars in the halos of other galaxies

Galactic halo variable populations compared to those in Local Group dwarf galaxies

The list of invited talks has somewhat changed. Unfortunately, several invited participants informed us that they would be not able to attend the conference. Currently, the following invited talks are planned:
1. J. Borissova. Revealing the LMC Halo: RR Lyrae Stars Approach.

2. M. Breger. The Blazhko Effect in Delta Scuti, RR Lyrae and other pulsating stars.
3. C. Clement. The catalog of variable stars in globular clusters.
4. G. Clementini. RR Lyrae Stars in Dwarf Spheroidal Galaxies.
5. Yu.N. Efremov. The Cepheid variables as probing stars to investigate the structure and evolution of stellar systems.
6. M. Feast. Luminosities of Type II Cepheids and RR Lyraes.
7. M. Prokhorov. The Multicolor "Lyra" Photometric System for Halo Studies.
8. A. Sarajedini. RR Lyrae Variables in the Halo of M33.
9. O. Silchenko. Formation Mechanisms of Spheroidal Stellar Systems.
10. C. Sterken. The Problem of Standardization in the Variability Domain.
11. L. Szabados. Population II Cepheids.
12. N. Samus. Variable Star Catalogs: their Past, Present, and Future.

13. P. Whitelock. AGB Variables in the Galaxy and Local Group.
The Scientific Organizing Committee of the Conference

N.N. Samus (Russia) (chair), S.M. Andrievsky (Ukraine), M. Breger (Austria), C. Clement (Canada), Yu.N. Efremov (Russia), V.A. Marsakov (Russia), A.S. Rastorguev (Russia), C. Sterken (Belgium), V. Strelnitski (USA), L. Szabados (Hungary), P. Whitelock (RSA)

Local Organizing Committee

A.V. Mironov (chair), S.V. Antipin, S.I. Barabanov, O.V. Durlevich, E.Yu. Kilpio, N.N. Kireeva, I.B. Voloshina, M.V. Zabolotskikh

Phone:

+7(495) 9393318, +7(495)9392382

Fax

+7(495) 932-88-41

E-mail:
VS-Halo@sai.msu.ru (Please indicate VS-Halo as the subject in all messages)

Web site
http://agora.guru.ru/VS-Halo-2009

All news are reflected at the conference web site. 

Presentations

The conference will consist of oral and poster presentations. An invited review is allocated time within 40 minutes and an oral talk, within 20 minutes. For oral presentations, a multi-media projector will be used. Posters will be provided area of the A0 format. The SOC currently reviews submitted abstracts of presentation; it reserves the right to reject a proposed presentation or to suggest to present a poster instead of an oral talk. At least one of the authors of an accepted oral or poster talk should be present at the conference. By now, the SOC has received about 80 abstracts of oral talks and posters. The submitted abstracts will be published in the conference abstract book prior to the conference. The preliminary program of the conference will be posted on the conference site on September 15.

Registration fee

The registration fee, covering expenses for publication of abstracts and proceedings, transportation from Moscow (Sternberg Institute) to Zvenigorod and back on the first and last days of the conference, conference overhead, coffee breaks, etc. will be Rbl 1200. As a form of participation support, we will be able to reduce the conference fee for some of the participants. Thus, the registration fee for invited speakers will be Rbl 600. The registration fee does not cover travel expenses to Moscow and back, accommodation, meals, or other personal expenses of the participants. The accompanying person registration fee will be Rbl 400. All registration fees will be collected cash at the final registration at the conference desk.

Conference venue

The main venue of the conference will be the Zvenigorod health hotel of the Russian Academy of Sciences. The participants will be accommodated in comfortable rooms of the health hotel. The rates for one night (meals included) are:

Suite (two rooms)




Rbl 5000 ≈ USD 156

Single






Rbl. 1900 ≈ USD 60

Double (price for 2 persons)



Rbl. 3000 ≈ USD 94

The LOC asks those participants who have not done it yet to specify the room category they desire immediately! 
Местный организационный комитет просит срочно сообщить (тех, кто этого еще не сделал) какую категорию комнат Вы желаете забронировать. Как уже указывалось ранее в циркулярном письме российским участникам конференции, россиянам будет оказана финансовая поддержка на оплату проживания в размере от 400 до 500 рублей в сутки. 
Arrival of the participants


It is expected that most participants will arrive on Sunday, October 11. Participants arriving to Moscow on that day are asked to come to Sternberg Astronomical Institute (SAI), located in the campus of Moscow University (address: 13, University Avenue, close to the corner of Vernadsky Avenue). The registration desk for final registration will work at the SAI during the day. Approximately at 5 pm, a bus to the Zvenigorod Health Hotel will start from the SAI. 
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Participants planning to arrive to Moscow earlier than October 11 as well as those wishing to stay in Moscow after October 17 are requested to inform the LOC about their plans in advance (if you have not done it yet). They may book rooms in Moscow hotels by themselves using Internet or ask the LOC to help them with booking. It is possible to arrange a stay in the hotel rooms of the University dormitory, in the main building of the University. Rooms in the dormitory are in two-room blocks with shower and bathroom, they are rather modest but have everything needed for a short stay. The prices in the dormitory are US $25–30 per night.

As soon as you book your air or train tickets, please let the LOC know the arrival date, time, and flight or train number. THE LOC IS PLANNING TO MEET SEVERAL PLANES IN MOSCOW AIRPORTS We will send you an e-mail confirmation if we plan to meet your flight. If the circumstances of your arrival do not permit the LOC to meet the flight or if, for any reason, you do not find the LOC representatives meeting you in the airport, proceed according to the following instructions concerning transportation from Moscow airports to the Sternberg Astronomical Institute.
The most practical way to get to Moscow from the airports are Air Express trains. They are comfortable, clean, and safe. If you will arrive to Sheremetyevo International Airport, Terminal 2. Air Express station is close to the terminal. The schedule of departures of Air Express trains from the airport is:

05:00, 06:30, 07:00, 08:00, 08:30, 09:30, 10:00, 10:30, 12:30, 13:00, 13:30, 14:00, 14:30, 15:00, 15:30, 16:00, 16:30, 17:00, 18:00, 18:30, 19:00, 20:00, 21:00, 22:00, 22:30, 23:30, 24:00
The trains go to Byelorussky Railway Station in Moscow. The ride takes 35 minutes. A ticket for the train should be purchased in front of the entrance to the Sheremetyevo railway station, the price is Rbl. 250 (about US $8). Keep the train ticket till your arrival to Moscow, you will need it to exit the station. 

If you arrive to the Sheremetyevo Airport Terminal C (not very likely), you will have to take a free shuttle bus to the railway station.

Participants arriving to Domodedovo International Airport should take Air Express to Paveletsky Railway Station in Moscow. Note that international arrivals are in the left wing of the airport building and the railway station, in the right wing. There are signs indicating the direction to the station in many places of the airport. The train schedule is:

7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30, 9:00, 9:30, 10:00, 10:30, 11:00, 11:30, 12:00, 13:00, 13:30, 14:00, 15:00, 15:30, 16:00, 17:00, 18:00, 18:30, 19:00, 19:30, 20:00, 20:30, 21:00, 21:30, 22:00, 22:30, 23:00, 24:00

The price is Rbl. 250 (about US $8), the ride takes 40 minutes. Keep the train ticket till your arrival to Moscow, you will need it to exit the station.

In the (least likely) case of your arrival to Vnukovo International Airport, take the Air Express to the Kievsky Railway Station. The price is the same, it takes about 35 minutes to get to Moscow. The trains start every hour from 7:00 am to 1:00 am (except 13:00).

From the Moscow railway stations, you can get to the Sternberg Institute by taxi (approximate cost: US $10–15). It is also possible to use metro. All the three railway stations in question have transfer metro stations close to them ("Byelorusskaya", "Paveletskaya", "Kievskaya"). The price of a single metro ride is Rbl. 22 (about US $0.7); it should be paid in Russian currency at the cash counter near the entrance to the metro station. We suggest that you take the circle (brown) line to "Park Kul'tury" station, make a change to the Sokol'nicheskaya (red) line there and go to the "Universitet" station. From there, you can walk according to the above map or take a trolleybus (No. 28, three stops towards the north-east). Trolleybus drivers sell one-ride tickets for Rbl. 25 (about US $0.8).

Visiting Moscow on October 14 and participating in the tours on October 14 and 15

On Wednesday, October 14, the LOC is planning to take the participants from Zvenigorod to Moscow and to organize a morning city tour (in English) including a visit to Moscow Kremlin.
In the afternoon, a memorial B.V. Kukarkin centenary session will be held at the Sternberg Institute. Participants who do not wish to take part in the tour can be taken immediately to the Sternberg Institute.

After the memorial session, buses will take the participants back to the Zvenigorod hotel.

On October 15, a tour of the town of Zvenigorod and the Savvo-Storozhevski monastery will be arranged.

The Moscow tour will cost about US $ 20 and the Zvenigorod tour, about US $ 10. 

The conference dinner will take place in the evening of October 15. A dinner ticket will cost about US $ 30. 

Please inform us if you wish to take part in the memorial session, in the Moscow tour, and in Zvenigorod tour. We need this information to undertake arrangements of bus communication and tour guides. 
Departure.
For departure of participants to Moscow after the conference termination buses in the evening on October, 16th and in the morning on October, 17th will be organised.

We look forward to seeing you at the conference.

P.S. In case of a delay of your flight or train and in other inconvenient situations you have to use cellular telecommunication and to call to Nikolay Samus (phone number +7 916 6190813).
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